Dermal vascular IgA deposits in IgA nephropathy secondary to alcohol abuse.
Skin, kidney and liver samples were investigated from 103 people with evidence of alcohol abuse at forensic autopsy. The diagnosis of alcohol abuse was based on clinical history, post mortem blood alcohol level and liver pathology. The findings confirmed the frequent widespread vascular IgA deposition in individuals with evidence of alcohol abuse. The frequency of IgA deposition in superficial small vessels of the dermis was not significantly different between individuals with IgA nephritis (16/85) and without such pathology (7/38). Based on these results, it can be inferred that had a pre-mortem skin biopsy been performed, it would not have had clinical usefulness in predicting the renal disease.